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Iranian society under the Islamist regime is fragmented, chaotic, confused,
abnormal, sociopath, and in transition. In some areas of life, it is even
destructive and paranoid. The tensions between modernity and tradition,
center and margin, seculars and Islamists, and insiders and outsiders (based
on government’s point of reference) are rampant and continue to divide the
society and keep schisms alive. Iranian society is fighting for its survival under
an authoritarian and totalitarian regime that plunders its resources through
its institutional corruption, unbelievable inefficiencies, and geopolitical

ambitions in the Middle East.

This is a book on the sociology of change focused on Iranian society in the
last four decades. Although the government has been trying to indoctrinate
a very specific way of life and thinking, the society silently experienced a
tectonic change from a mostly illiterate, rural and paternalistic mindset to a
mostly literate, urban and egalitarian one. All of these happened in spite of
the governments™ policies, not because of them. The most important social
issues that are discussed in this book are poverty, high unemployment rates,
environmental destruction, high crime rates, child abuse, identity crises,

suicide rates, homelessness, discrimination against women, and weakness of



civil society institutions, but the narrative is more focused on processes and

trends.

The author’s social philosophy is critical rationalism and he hopes that this
way of thinking has played a major role in his depiction of Iranian society
under the Islamic Republic. His approach is analytical and comparative. The
author never forgot or sidelined human rights and freedom when he was

working on these pages.

One of the author’s objectives in this book was to document Shi'i version
of ISIS that has been in power in Iran for forty years and has dramatically
changed it. As a person who has spent his entire life studying Iran, 40 years
inside the country and 20 years outside but following its development every
day, he wanted to show Iranians how the Islamists had distorted their identity
and worldview, how they were trying to rewrite the past and forge a brutal
Shi‘i-only future for a country that had once welcomed many faiths and

lifestyles.

Majid Mohammadi
2018
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