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1.#Whereisbana.

2.Kareem Shahin. “Aleppo Tweeter BanaAlabed, Seven, Meets Turkish President.”
The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 21 Dec. 2016.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/21/bana-al-abed-meets-turkish-president-erdogan-fleeing-syria-aleppo-twitter
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Bana Alabed @AlabedBana-20/06/2018

On this #WorldRefugeeDay , i would like to tell
President Trump that he stop taking children
away from their parents and use his power to
help more refugees .

Q s Wars Q18K H &

TYA (g3 by (Camgd) Conmy

J0g p a5 0985 gl (Swij 0 ez Jad 4S5 e ileolgils g L paiSle
4,20 9 SHb 50 63k e e 4 S dles lsole Saiy 4 cuiS b (6l al
6&&&95 aS Sg2 6“"5‘95[5 6‘)’. u.Sw,.s )" G 6‘4.]4’91] Q.ﬂ L;o}f Lg».\l.&: Lgl.(bdbu
2 Hallisr o Sl 285 g GLiS 5 sy 03,5 4,20 |, ol 5 K
Bl Sauz diu Slo s wibass el 4w Ko 5l aS Sl 4 olKalsy )|
oS ol i oo pgal 4]y Yok (65530 Sl ;0 S90S Sy (S aly,
A S sblas 5l 518 cwlde o lag] 56 5 oS eolu axg g 4 lagyliwls

" 5ed sn slailepids 005 S

dixaj § bao

g 4y oy slag a5 3505 395 Slacnss Jlw)l g (g5 4 g0 alpd o L
03,5 el oy (oo JyuS cowi Gblis (655 sl ln |y (Do 415

1.“TheRising Star Award BANAAL-ABED.” The Asian Awards. Accessed 13 Nov.2023.
2.BanaAlabed, (@alabedbana). X (Twitter). “Onthis #worldrefugeeday..” 20 June 2018.
3.Megan Specia. “BanaAl-Abed on Twitter: Proof of LifeinaWar Zone.” The New York

Times, 14 Dec.2016.


http://www.theasianawards.com/Bana_%20al_Abed.html
https://x.com/AlabedBana
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/14/insider/bana-al-abed-on-twitter-proof-of-life-in-a-war-zone.html
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Bana Alabed X
@AlabedBana - Follow
Under attack. Nowhere to go, every minute feels like

death. Pray for us. Goodbye - Fatemah #Aleppo
6:17 PM - Dec 5, 2016 ®
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1.“WherelsBana? Fearsfor Syrian Girl Who Tweeted from Aleppo.” The Guardian,
Guardian Newsand Media, 5 Dec.2016.

2. 1bid.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/05/where-is-bana-syrian-girl-who-tweeted-from-aleppo-goes-silent
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1.RobertoVivaldelli, “Thetruthabout Bana, the girlof Aleppo.” Inside Over. 31 July
2017.

2.DanutaKean. “BanaAlabed, Seven-Year-0Old Syrian Peace Campaigner, to Publish
Memoir.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 13 Apr.2017.

3.NickWaters. “Finding Bana - Proving the Existence of a 7-Year-Old Girlin Eastern
Aleppo.” Bellingcat. 14 December2016.


https://it.insideover.com/guerra/the-truth-about-bana-the-girl-of-aleppo.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/apr/13/bana-al-abed-seven-year-old-syrian-peace-campaigner-to-publish-memoir
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/apr/13/bana-al-abed-seven-year-old-syrian-peace-campaigner-to-publish-memoir
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
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\\BANA ALABED

L‘A SYRIAN GIRL'S STORY OF WAR
: AND PLEA FOR PEACE g
P

" story of love and courage amid brutality and terror, this is
the tastimony of a child who haz endured tha unthinkable.”

J.K. ROWLING
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1.Simon&Schuster.

2.BanaAlabed. “DearWorld: A Syrian Girl’s Story of War and Plea for Peace.” BetterWorld
Books.


https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/dear-world-a-syrian-girl-s-story-of-war-and-plea-for-peace-9781471169557?shipto=GB&curcode=GBP&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6byqBhAWEiwAnGCA4InVR_cElyWRSSij2tCe1aw6ixS5eNeJXY6OToOX1yr7HmvQPVBGaBoC28kQAvD_BwE
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1.MehulFT. Srivastava. “Seven-Year-Old Banaal-Abed, the ‘Face of Aleppo.’” Finan-
cialTimes,10Mar.2017.

2.ArianKhameneh. “The Scorched-Earth Tactics of Iran’s Cyber Army.” Wired, Conde
Nast,21 Mar.2023.
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http://www.wired.com/story/iran-cyber-army-protests-disinformation/
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1.TimmiAllen. “Finding Bana-Proving the Existence of a 7-Year-Old Girlin Eastern
Aleppo.” Bellingcat, 14 Dec. 2016.


http://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
http://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
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1.“WherelsBana? Fearsfor Syrian Girl Who Tweeted from Aleppo.” The Guardian,
Guardian Newsand Media, 5 Dec.2016.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/05/where-is-bana-syrian-girl-who-tweeted-from-aleppo-goes-silent
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e Bana Alabed

@AlabedBana

Good bye to my younger self it was fun to laugh
with you... but now 1 have to say hello to my
future self. 14 years old | Here | come with new
adventuresl.
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1.BanaAlabed. (@alabedbana). X (Twiiter). “Goodbyetomy..”. 20 June 2018.


https://x.com/AlabedBana
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BanaAl-Abedin InAleppo, after a night of bombing,22 November 2016, X.com.
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In the midst of the harrowing tales from war-torn Aleppo, a young
girl’s tweets depicted the resilience and hope that endures even in
the darkest of times. Using her mother’s Twitter account, Bana Al-
Abed shared snapshots of life surrounded by turmoil. Her tweets
not only revealed a child’s innocence seeking refuge from the
harsh realities of war, but also spoke volumes about the univer-
sal longing for peace. Among waves of destruction, Bana found a
momentary escape, a glimmer of normalcy, and a companion to
share her journey. Her tweets, with their simplicity and sincerity,
touched the hearts of thousands worldwide. It reminded us that
amid the headlines and geopolitical complexities, the human
spirit persists, seeking solace in the smallest joys. In the realm of
activism, so often those small, sincere, and innocent actions pos-
sess the transformative power to create lasting impact. Acts of
empathy and genuine connection, especially when driven by sin-
cerity and purity of intent, can ripple through communities and
ignite positive change. These acts serve as reminders that even
the smallest steps—whether it’s advocating for a cause, spreading
compassion, or fostering understanding—can collectively pave
the way forsignificant and meaningful change.
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Introduction

In 2016, seven-year-old Bana al-Abed from Syria became a pow-
erful symbol of the suffering brought about by the country’s pro-
longed conflict. With heartfelt tweets that vividly portrayed the
harshrealitiesofalife of deprivationandviolencein war-torn Alep-
po, Bana, through an account managed by her mother Fatemah,
gained over 260,000 followers. Her account became a global plat-
form that conveyed to the world the struggles faced by civilians in
the besieged city. Her account’s abrupt closure sparked interna-
tionalconcern,drawingattentionfromhigh-profilefigureslike J.K.
Rowling who supported the #Whereisbana? campaign, emphasiz-
ing global community’s concern for her and her family’s safety.
Although the account was reinstated after two days, subsequent
messages suggested that the family remained inimminentdanger
of capture by forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, es-
peciallyasthebattletoreclaim Aleppointensified. Theuncertainty
regarding their well-being deepened as the family’s exact wherea-
boutsremained unknown.

In December 2016, however, it was reported that Bana and her
family had been evacuated from Aleppo one day after the city was
recaptured by government forces, during which their home was
destroyed, and the family sustained minor injuries. On December
21,2016, the family received official permission to live in Turkey, a
significant milestone further highlighted by their encounter with
President Erdogan, that drew international media attention. Bana
and her family’s Turkish citizenship was granted by President Er-
doganin 2017 But Bana’sinfluence didn’t remain confined to the
borders of Turkey. By October 2017, she had taken her message
to a global stage, visiting New York and addressing the United Na-

1.Kareem Shahin. “Aleppo Tweeter BanaAlabed, Seven, Meets Turkish President.”
The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 21 Dec. 2016.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/21/bana-al-abed-meets-turkish-president-erdogan-fleeing-syria-aleppo-twitter

tionsthrougharecorded message. Herexperiences, detailedin her
memoir “Dear World” published by Simon and Schuster, offered
the world a visceral account about the survival, escape, and per-
severance of Bana and her family amidst Syria’s conflict. Bana’s
resilience and her ability to inspire were further recognized in 2018
when she was honored with the Rising Star Award at The Asian
Awards, atestamentto hersignificantimpactatsuchayoungage.!

On this #WorldRefugeeDay , i would like to tell
President Trump that he stop taking children
away from their parents and use his power to
help more refugees .

Q 51 Wars Q18K |y [ &

e Bana Alabed @AlabedBana-20/06/2018

Bana’s tweet (post), June 2018.2

Bana and her family’s resettlement in Turkey opened a new chap-
ter in their lives, filled with hope for a return to normalcy, which
was symbolized by Bana returning to school, playing in the park,
and experiencing the joys of a regular childhood. This marked a
profound moment of relief for a family that had endured the hor-
rors of war and displacement, underscoring the critical role of in-
ternational efforts in providing sanctuary for those ravaged by
the Syrian conflict. Bana’s journey encapsulates the complexities
of documenting a child’s experience amid a prolonged conflict,
where stories are far from simple, and theimpact resonates far be-
yond theremnants of awar-torn city.?

1.“TheRising Star Award BANAAL-ABED.” The Asian Awards. Accessed 13 Nov. 2023.
2.BanaAlabed, (@alabedbana). X (Twitter). “On this #worldrefugeeday..” 20 June 2018.
3.Megan Specia. “BanaAl-Abed on Twitter: Proof of LifeinaWar Zone.” The New York
Times, 14 Dec.2016.


http://www.theasianawards.com/Bana_%20al_Abed.html
https://x.com/AlabedBana
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/14/insider/bana-al-abed-on-twitter-proof-of-life-in-a-war-zone.html
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Environment and context

As Syrian government forces were mounting attacks toregain con-
trol of more than half of the rebel-held districts in Aleppo, Bana
Al-Abed turned to Twitter to share her experiences, thoughts,
and feelings amidst the dire circumstances. Her tweets offered a
heart-wrenching, firsthand glimpse into the daily lives and strug-
glesofcivilians caughtin a crossfirethat had transformed the once
vibrant city into a tableau of the Syrian civil war, plagued with in-
tense conflict, humanitarian crises, and widespread devastation.
Forced disappearances and civilian casualties became tragically
common, painting a grim picture of lifein the war-torn city.

The international community’s efforts to broker a ceasefire
faced significant challenges, particularly with Russia and China’s
vetoes against a UN Security Council resolution calling for a sev-
en-day truce in Aleppo. Russia’s steadfast support for Syrian Presi-
dentBasharal-Assad alongwithitsactive participationin the offen-
sivetorecapturerebel-held territories shapedthe conflict’s course.
The case of Bana Al-Abed broughtinto sharp focus the wider global
impactofsuchindividualand nationalstruggles, compelling thein-
ternationalcommunity and activists worldwide tounitein address-
ingthe plightof those living under suppressive regimes like Syria*.

Bana Alabed X
@AlabedBana - Follow
Under attack. Nowhere to go, every minute feels like

death. Pray for us. Goodbye - Fatemah #Aleppo
6:17 PM - Dec 5, 2016 6]

An example of Bana’s tweets describing the situationin Aleppo, December 2016.2

1.“WherelsBana? Fearsfor Syrian GirlWho Tweeted from Aleppo.” The Guardian,
Guardian Newsand Media, 5 Dec.2016.
2. 1bid.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/05/where-is-bana-syrian-girl-who-tweeted-from-aleppo-goes-silent

Russia’sinfluence emerged asacentralthemeinthe plight of Alep-
po, with its decisions shaping the conflict’s trajectory. The exer-
cise of veto powerin the UN Security Council and the rejection of a
ceasefire resolution raised questions about Russia’s priorities and
objectives in the region. Bana case underscores the intricate web
of geopolitical dynamics, with irresponsible regimes determina-
tiontomaintain the offensive complicatinginternationaleffortsto
ameliorate thecrisisin Aleppo.t

Onecritical aspect of the Bana case was challenge of maintain-
ing access to electricity and the internet in the war-ravaged Alep-
po. The ingenious use of solar panels by her family to power their
devicesreveals their determined efforts to stay connected online,
despite the adverse situation caused by the war. Reports and vid-
eos have confirmed the existence of infrastructure that facilitated
theironline presence, revealing the adaptive strategies employed
by civilians to navigate the challenging circumstances of a war-
tornenvironment.?

A ..
Media activists found a geolocation showing Banain Aleppo, 2016.3

1.RobertoVivaldelli,“Thetruth aboutBana, the girl of Aleppo.” Inside Over. 31 July 2017.

2.DanutaKean. “BanaAlabed, Seven-Year-Old Syrian Peace Campaigner, to Publish
Memoir.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 13 Apr.2017.

3.NickWaters. “Finding Bana- Proving the Existence of a 7-Year-Old Girlin Eastern
Aleppo.” Bellingcat. 14 December2016.


https://it.insideover.com/guerra/the-truth-about-bana-the-girl-of-aleppo.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/apr/13/bana-al-abed-seven-year-old-syrian-peace-campaigner-to-publish-memoir
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/apr/13/bana-al-abed-seven-year-old-syrian-peace-campaigner-to-publish-memoir
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2016/12/14/bana-alabed-verification-using-open-source-information/
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The environment during Bana Al-abed’s tweets reflected the
broader challenges faced by Syrians across the country, including
displacement, shortage of essential resources, and the constant
threat of violence. Bana’stweets provided a glimpseinto the harsh
realities faced by children and families in Syria, transcending the
boundaries of the conflict and urging the international communi-
tytoaddress the urgenthumanitarian needs of those caughtin the
midst of prolonged and devastating war.

Message and outreach
BanaAl-Abed’ssocial media presence quickly evolved into a signif-
icant phenomenon, symbolizing the human impact of the Syrian
conflictin Aleppo. Managed by her mother, Fatemah, Bana’s Twit-
ter attracted over 100,000 followers in just three months, drawing
attention from renowned figures such as J.K. Rowling. The surge
in her account’s popularity was fueled by the intense media focus
on Aleppo’s dire circumstances, positioning Bana as a symbol of
the suffering faced by children in war-ravaged Syria. Although her
tweets faced skepticism regarding their authenticity, geolocation
analyses corroborated that they were indeed sent from East Alep-
po, confirming the family’s perilous situation.
ThemanagementofBana’s Twitteraccountwasinstrumentalin
its profoundimpactand the sophistication of its content. Fatemah,
an English-speaking teacher with a journalism background, took
charge of the account, navigating the nuances of the language and
content. While some sceptics questioned a 7-year-old’s ability to
run a successful social media campaign, the account’s bio clearly
stated, “managed by mom.” The tweets attributed to Bana were
in the minority, and most of the tweets were crafted by Fatemah,
showcasinga collaborative effort between motherand daughter.
Bana’s memoir, “Dear World,” co-authored with her mother,
also offers a testament to her indomitable spirit and documented
thefamily’s experiencesduringthe Syrian civilwar. The book chron-



icles their harrowing journey, providing a gripping narrative of sur-
vivalamid war and terror. Bana’s tweets, translated into a cohesive
narrativeinthe book, broadened heraudience. Published by Simon
& Schuster, the memoir serves as a powerful reminder of the human
costof warand displacement, calling forempathy and action on be-
halfof all children embroiled in conflict across the world.

Bana’s influence extended far beyond the confines of the in-
ternet, turning her into an international symbol of resilience and
hope. Media outlets worldwide covered her journey, elevating
herto a spokesperson for the suffering of Syrian civilians. The sim-
plicity and authenticity of her tweets resonated with the global
audience, prompting discussions on the urgency of addressing
the plight of civilians in war zones. Her meetings with world lead-
ers, including President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, underscored the
significant diplomatic and political implications of her narrative.
Bana Alabed’s transformative impact exemplifies the influential
roleofsocialmediainshapingglobal narrativesand advocatingfor
change, making her an unintentional advocate for the countless
children affected by conflict.
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A story of love and courage amid brutality and terror, this i
the tastimony of a child who haz endured the unthinkable."

J.K. ROWLING

Cover of Dear World, by BanaAl-Abed.!

1.BanaAlabed. “DearWorld: A Syrian Girl’s Story of War and Plea for Peace.” Better World Books.


https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/dear-world-a-syrian-girl-s-story-of-war-and-plea-for-peace-9781471169557?shipto=GB&curcode=GBP&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6byqBhAWEiwAnGCA4InVR_cElyWRSSij2tCe1aw6ixS5eNeJXY6OToOX1yr7HmvQPVBGaBoC28kQAvD_BwE
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Goals, moves, and challenges.

Bana Al-abed’s experience during the Syrian civil war turned her
into a vocal advocate for the atrocities faced by civilians, particu-
larly children, during the conflict. Escaping from Aleppo as the city
was being evacuated, Bana was able to bringing global attention
to the dire circumstances in which she and her family lived. How-
ever, by chronicling human emotions using social media, Bana
has faced accusations of being a propaganda tool. Critics have
drawn parallels between Bana and Anne Frank, emphasizing the
raw authenticity of her online narrative. Nevertheless, despite the
authenticity felt by many, there remains a faction that doubts the
veracity of her narrative and suggest that it might be orchestrated
toserve politicalagendas.?

Bana’s story reached the highest echelons of international
diplomacy, with leaders like Erdogan engaging with her family,
which underscores the symbolicimportance of her plight. The nar-
rative surrounding Bana contributed significantly to global discus-
sions on the Syrian conflict and its impact on civilians, especially
children. Her story served as a poignant reminder of the urgent
needforaresolutiontothe prolonged conflictand influenced con-
versations withininternational organizations.

Despite the diplomatic resonance, Bana’s online presence
faced considerable challenges, including political criticisms and
sustained attacks by trolls. Pro-Assad online activists were sus-
pected of orchestrating attacks to discredit Bana and her family.
This aligns with practices observedin otherregimes, suchaslran’s
use of a “cyber army” to influence public opinion.? The ethical im-
plications of merging political content with a child’s messagesalso

1.Mehul FT. Srivastava. “Seven-Year-Old Banaal-Abed, the ‘Face of Aleppo.’” Financial
Times, 10 Mar.2017.

2.Arian Khameneh. “The Scorched-Earth Tactics of Iran’s Cyber Army.” Wired, Conde
Nast,21 Mar.2023.


http://www.ft.com/content/62c10460-03ef-11e7-aa5b-6bb07f5c8e12
http://www.wired.com/story/iran-cyber-army-protests-disinformation/

surfaced, prompting scrutiny of the family’sintentions and the po-
tentialuse of Banaasapropagandatool.

The family encountered allegations from supporters of Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad who accused them of being a mouthpiece
for local opposition fighters. Questions arose regarding the au-
thenticity of the information shared on Bana’s account, leading to
doubts about the family’s agenda. Bana’s apparent coaching and
prompting from behind the camera caused suspicions, with critics
questioning if the family truly existed. The ethical considerations
of using a child to convey politically charged messages prompted
Twittertrollsto unleash threatening messages, even wishingharm
on the 7-year-old. Despite these challenges, well-known activists
in east Aleppo staunchly defended the family, highlighting the
complex and contentious nature of Bana’s narrative in the context
of warand propaganda.!

Bana, alongside her mother, Fatemah, who was managing heraccount.

1.TimmiAllen. “Finding Bana- Proving the Existence of a 7-Year-Old Girlin Eastern
Aleppo.” Bellingcat, 14 Dec. 2016.
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Lessons

Bana Al-Abed’s global recognition places her among historical
figures like Anne Frank and contemporary advocates like Malala,
all of whom have used their voice to address profound social and
political crises. The universality of their narratives emphasizes
the resilience and shared struggles of young individuals in diverse
contexts. Bana’s case, distinct in the digital age, underscores the
interconnectedness of individual, national, and global challeng-
es, emphasizing the need for unity within the international com-
munity and among activists to address such issues. In oppressive
environments like Syria and Iran, where individuals endure harsh
repression and discrimination, Bana’s experience serves asacom-
pelling pleaforsupportfrom the international community, under-
liningthe urgency of collective action.!

Bana’s story highlights the critical role of free expression and
internet freedom. Her ability to use social media to share her expe-
riences during the Syrian conflict underscores the importance of
unrestricted accesstoinformationand globalcommunication. Ba-
na’s case also brings attention to theinternational support for war
refugees, emphasizing the need for concerted efforts to address
the plight of those affected by conflict.

Bana’s activism offers valuable lessons for activists world-
wide. Her simple and innocent actions, particularly on Twitter, il-
lustrates the significant impact that individuals, often perceived
as powerless, can have on narrative formation and influencing
thoseinpositions of power. Bana’s caseresonateswith VaclavHav-
el’sideathatthe dynamicsof powerareshaped by theinteractions
between the powerful and the powerless. Her tweets, originating
fromaposition weakness, gained momentum, putting pressureon
the oppressorsand compellingreactions.

1.“WherelsBana? Fearsfor Syrian Girl Who Tweeted from Aleppo.” The Guardian,
Guardian Newsand Media, 5 Dec.2016.


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/05/where-is-bana-syrian-girl-who-tweeted-from-aleppo-goes-silent

e Bana Alabed

@AlabedBana

Good bye to my younger self it was fun to laugh
with you... but now | have to say hello to my
future self. 14 years old | Here | come with new
adventures!.

BanaAlabed, June2023.*

ForIranian activists, Bana’s case serves as a blueprint for enhanc-
ing advocacy efforts. Leveraging social media, especially plat-
forms like Twitter, can be an effective strategy to share stories,
raise awareness about human rights issues, and connect with a
global audience. Bana’s personal and relatable narrative under-
scores the potency of individual stories in humanizing causes, fos-
tering empathy, and encouraging public engagement. Engaging
with global media becomescrucial,amplifying voices and drawing
international attention to the advocatedissues.

The case also highlights the challenges activists may face in

1.BanaAlabed. (@alabedbana). X (Twiiter). “Goodbyetomy..”. 20 June 2018.
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the online sphere, particularly dealing with trolls and misinfor-
mation. Bana’s experience with organized trolling resonates with
the concernsofactivistsinlran and underscoresthe importance of
preparedness. Strategiesto navigate misinformation orattacksin-
volve building aresilient online presence through community sup-
port, fact-checking, and transparency. Additionally, the attention
garnered by Bana’stweetsabouteducationand herloveforbooks,
universally valued and shared, emphasizes the potential for soli-
darity around sharedvalues, eveninthe face of adversity.

Conclusion
Inconclusion,BanaAlabed’sstorystandsasatestamenttotheuni-
versal impact of war on innocent lives, transcending borders and
promptingacollective callforattentionandintervention. Through
her Twitter account, Bana became a symbol of shared humanity,
shedding light on the devastating realities of the Syrian conflict.
Theresonance of her story, particularly in the global context, high-
lightstheinterconnectedness of disparate issues and the ability of
individual narratives to drive broader conversations and actions
ontheworld stage.

The intersection of digital activism and ethical considerations
emerges as a critical aspect of Bana’s case. While her Twitter ac-
count served as a powerful platform to raise awareness about
the human cost of war, questions of consent, privacy, and the po-
tential long-term impact on Bana’s life pose ethical dilemmas. As
a child during the height of her online presence, concerns arise
about her understanding of the implications of sharing personal
and traumatic experiences. The ethical responsibility of obtaining
informed consent, especially from aminor,becomesacentral con-
siderationindigitalactivism. Thedelicate balance between expos-
ing the harsh realities of conflict and safeguarding an individual’s
privacy and well-being underscores the complex ethical frame-
workrequiredin leveragingsocialmediaforadvocacy, particularly



in high-profile and sensitive cases like Bana’s.

In examining the multifaceted narrative of Bana Al-abed’s dig-
ital activism, it is imperative to recognize the indispensable role
played by her family, particularly her mother, Fatemah. Amidst
the harrowing circumstances of war in Aleppo, Fatemah assumed
the responsibility of managing Bana’s Twitter account, providing
a platform for her daughter’s voice. This underscores the signifi-
cance of familial support in fostering a child’s capacity for activ-
ism.Fatemah’s guidance notonlyfacilitated Bana’sabilitytoshare
her experiences but also served as a protective shield, navigating
the ethical complexities of digital advocacy on behalf of a minor.
The family’s collective resilience and determination in the face of
adversity reflect the pivotal role that parents can play in nurturing
the activism potential of their children, emphasizing the impor-
tance of a supportive familial environment in empowering young
voicesto address globalissues.

The significance of Bana’s impact is magnified by the fact that
she communicated her experiences with broken English, empha-
sizing the universal accessibility and power of individual voices,
regardless of linguistic limitations. This aspect underscores the
potential for meaningful activism and advocacy even when faced
with linguistic challenges, emphasizing the democratizing nature
ofsocial media platforms.

In essence, Bana Al-abed’s story serves as a call for collective
responses to humanitarian crises and reinforces the enduring
power of personal stories in shaping international discourse and
inspiring positive change.
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